answers to many of the problems that may arise in the investigation or treatment of this disease by endocrine procedures. Although there is no index, the arrangement of the material and the table of contents is such as to provide rapid access to almost any detail that might be required. Ten of the eleven chapters are followed by a selection ofreferences sufficient for most purposes.
In the final brief chapter Mr Hayward looks to the future realistically, but with hope of more rational hormone therapy for the individual patient, based on predicting the response to treatment. Even to meet this limited objective, he emphasizes the continuing need for more reliable hormone assays, and for more effective methods of assessing the clinical response of the patient to treatment.
Any doctor or scientific worker will find much of value in what should remain a standard work of reference on the subject for many years to come.
J A STRONG Living with Handicap Report of a working party on children with special needs edited by Eileen Younghusband, Dorothy Birchall, Ronald Davie and M L Kellmer Pringle ppxvii+327 £2-50 London: National Children's Bureau 1970 The National Children's Bureau adds this book to their rapidly growing collection of texts for disadvantaged children, their families and the whole tribe of technical assistants committed to their support. The working party representing these last put in two years of hard work, using their own brains and experience, and gathering evidence from associations and individuals, invited and proffered. The voice of the parents is also heard, not only in the first chapter but in the interesting form of chapter headings. Presentday services are reviewed, as are personal and social needs for education and employment. Arrangements for selection, assessment and possible prevention are studied, and the whole elaborate collection of facts and opinions has been processed through the working party's mind to be summarized in 'main findings and conclusions'. The 'conspicuous absence' of overall planning has led to the concept of a national advisory council on handicapped children supported by an independent voluntary council. A note of dissent from the party's only two practising pwdiatricians carries a plea against this isolation of the handicapped through large central organizations, favouring rather effective screening of the whole infant and pre-school population, with co-operative field work as the guarantor of success. These views are incompatible and it is to be hoped that, before radical changes are made, there will be further discussion and some analysis of the effectiveness of both the screening and the assessment work already being done. Meanwhile, a national effort towards education and employment should meet no opposition.
ALFRED WHITE FRANKLIN
A Practical Guide to Blood Coagulation and Hamostasis by Jean M Thomson FiMLT pp x+220 illustrated £2U80 London: J & A Churchill 1970 This book sets out to be a practical guide to the laboratory aspect of blood coagulation and hiemostasis. Clinical matters are not dealt with except in relation to laboratory tests, and those described are mainly intended for use in a routine hospital laboratory. There is an introductory chapter on the hemostatic mechanism, and several other partly theoretical chapters give a background to the laboratory approach. These include platelet function, inhibitors, fibrinolysis, defibrination syndrome, laboratory control of anticoagulants, and hypercoagulability. About half the book is devoted to the laboratory investigation of excessive bleeding and technical procedures.
The various subjects are clearly described, well documented and up to date. For its size it is very comprehensive, and the presentation expresses the author's practical experience. It is likely to be popular and useful as a laboratory manual and reference book, and for technicians and pathologists reading for hematology examinations.
PETER STORY
The Respiratory Muscles Mechanics and Neural Control by E J M Campbell BSC PhD MD FRCP, E Agostoni MD and J Newsom Davis MA MD MRCP 2nded ppxx+348 £5 London: Lloyd-Luke 1970 This is an excellent successor to Moran Campbell's small monograph of 1958 entitled 'The Respiratory Muscles and the Mechanics of Breathing', which was the first review of the subject for about one hundred years. Whereas the first edition was concerned chiefly with the function of each respiratory muscle together with relevant EMG studies and briefly with the movement of the thorax in breathing and mechanisms of breathing, the new edition is much enlarged and now includes comprehensive accounts of muscle physiology, mechanics of the respiratory system, neural control, respiratory sensation and respiratory muscles in disease.
The principal authors have, with other contributors distinguished in their own fields, brought together a mass of new information and presented it in a clear, authoritative and interesting manner. The standard of illustration is high and the references exhaustive. This book is invaluable as a work of reference and makes fascinating reading for those interested in the mechanisms of breathing.
JOHN BATTEN
The Basis of Motor Control by Ragnar Granit ppvii+346 £5 $14-50 London & New York: Academic Press 1970 In the last twenty-five years much knowledge has accumulated about the structure and innervation of muscle-spindles and, in particular, attention has been focused on their motor control from the central nervous system and its relevance to posture and to movement. The publication of Leksell's thesis in 1945 marked the starting point of the modem era of muscle-spindle physiology, and Professor Granit was soon to contribute very greatly to the elucidation of some of its problems. Later it became apparent that very little was known about the relationship of sensory input and motoneurone firing rates, so that once again Granit was to develop a field essentially his own. The present book is his summary of the experimental work of the last two decades, leading to his notions of the control systems involved in posture and muscular movement, including eye muscle control and respiration. The early chapters deal with the physiological facts relating to skeletal muscles, sensory organs within them or their tendons, and motoneurones. Later chapters deal with the individual control of alpha and gamma motoneurones by specialized centres within the central nervous system, such as the motor cortex, or the respiratory centres. This is a fascinating book, clearly written and beautifully produced, which is of especial interest to those physiologists or neurologists who are themselves conducting research into motor mechanisms. It will long remain as a milestone of experimental endeavour leading to the understanding of how the nervous system controls movement. The book is divided into sections -the first introductory, the following six considering amputations at various levels in lower limbs, with a description of operative technique and then discussion of the prostheses from all aspects. After sections on the upper extremity, with views on the far greater problems of functional replacement and on the future of prosthetics, including standardized modular systems, orthotic practice occupies two-and-a-half sectionsreflecting how this aspect of support for the disabled patient has fallen behind at present. There is a good summary and a full list of lecturers and participants, a glossary of technical terms, an excellent selected bibliography arranged under appropriate headings, and an index.
Being based on a conference, this beautifully printed book is intended to give a clear picture of present thought on the subject. The discussions will be of great interest in the future as views, including those of the participants, change with progress; but it is, and will remain, a first-class reference book. al., reviewed inProceedings, 1970 al., reviewed inProceedings, ,63, 1338 , 'Scientific Basis of Obstetrics and Gynecology' is quite different, covering only selected topics rather than aiming at comprehensive coverage. The emphasis is on physiology, pharmacology and pathology as applied in obstetrics and gynmcology. The layout of the volume is attractive, each chapter beginning with a detailed index of subject matter and ending with the principles of clinical application. Although editorial policy is stated to have encouraged a style of writing which offers immediate comprehension on first reading, the reviewer found some chapters hard going.
The twenty contributors, including five from outside the UK, are themselves teachers, basic scientists and clinicians, and all are acknowledged experts in the topics which they have presented. Subjects range from a reappraisal of the role of the hypothalamus in reproduction, through further consideration of uterine function, placental structure and function and foetal growth on the obstetric side, to more gynecological topics such as intersex, the physiology of ovarian control and steroid biosynthesis, with a controversial chapter on the natural history of the origin of cervical cancer.
Publication with the minimum of delay, which the editor acknowledges, has ensured that the
